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justification, and still more that he was willing to
stop his dangerous joking, which he did immediately.

The inaction to which I saw our Christian Savages
condemned, joined to their association with so many
idolatrous Tribes, made me tremble, not for Religion,
but for their conduct. I longed for the day when
the necessary preparations for the expedition should
be at last completed, so that we might be able to
move. When the mind is occupied, the heart is in
greater safety. At last the moment so much desired
arrived. Monsieur the Chevalier de Levi, at the
head of three thousand men, had made the journey
by land, on Friday the 29th of July, so that he might
protect the descent of the army that was to go by
water. His march had none of those facilities that
are furnished in Europe by those great roads, made
with a Royal magnificence, for the convenience of
troops. Here were dense forests to pierce, steep
mountains to climb, miry swamps to traverse.
After a forced march of a whole day, it was a great
thing if they found themselves advanced 3 leagues:
so that five days were needed to make twelve leagues.
On account of these obstacles, which had been well
foreseen, the departure of this body had preceded
our own by a few days. It was on Sunday that we
embarked with the Savages alone, who made at that
time a body of perhaps 1,200 men, the rest having
gone by land.

We had hardly made 4 or 5 leagues on the lake
before we observed painful signs of our late victory;
these were the abandoned English barges, which, after
having floated a long time at the will of the winds
and waves, had at last run aground on the beach.
But the most striking spectacle was a somewhat large



